Life Encounters Jesus, New Beginnings
I. The Wedding at Cana

    A.  In the Old Testament, the “Third Day” at Mt. Sinai was a time for the Lord to establish a covenant with His people. The giving of the Torah was the pledge of friendship with God and his people. It is a new work of the Lord in Israel in forming a people. 

   B.  The theme of marriage referred to in the Scriptures portrays God as a husband for his people.  It is a reference to friendship and covenant. 

   C.  The mother of Jesus symbolizes a faithful people. Her obedience echoes the obedience of the people of Exodus “ we will do whatever he tells us.” Jesus calls her “woman” indicating a changed relationship to her Son. She goes from mother of the Lord to disciple of her Son. 

   D.  Abundance of water turned into wine is an act of saving action on God’s part. The signs reveal Jesus as the Son of God. He is the “fire” of Sinai. He establishes a new covenant with his death and resurrection. The abundance of wine symbolizes the lavish outpouring of the Spirit in light of the paschal mystery. 

II. Biblical and apostolic background to the action of the Holy Spirit. 

    Old Testament

             1.   “…..there was darkness over the deep, and God’s spirit hovered over the water.”

                    Gn. 1:2

             2.  “…..would that all the people of the Lord were prophets. Would that the Lord bestow

                   His spirit on them all.” Num. 11:29

             3. “…..the Lord looks into the heart…and from that day on, the spirit of the Lord 

                    Rushed upon David.” 1Sam. 16: 7 & 13   

            4.  Other examples are: Judges, Kings, Prophets (see Isaiah 42:1-3). 

        B. New Testament

            1.  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you….” Lk. 1:35

                   “It is by the Holy Spirit  that she has conceived this child.” Mt. 1;20

            2.  Jesus….”He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.” Mt. 3:11; Mk. 1:8; Lk. 3:16; Jn. 1:33

            3.  Jesus, preacher and healer in the power of the Spirit. See Lk. 4:14-18

            4. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to all his followers. See Jn. 14:12-17; 16;12-15; Acts1:4,5

            5.  See the Acts of the Apostles 

        C. The  Church through the ages

              St. Anthony of Egypt; St. Benedict; St. Dominic; St. Francis; St. Catherine of Siena; 

              St. Theresa of Avila; st. John of the Cross; St. Ignatius of Loyola. The building of the 

             Great Cathedrals of Europe. 

       III. The Holy Spirit experienced today.

             1.  Since 1967 in the Catholic Church a new outpouring of the Holy Spirit with the

                  Re-appearance of the charismatic gifts of the Spirit. 

                 -Pope Paul VI

                 -John Paul II

                 -Pope Benedict XVI

        IV.   As Jesus made wine out of water, a new work, he wants to bring us into a changed relationship with Himself through the Holy Spirit. 

                A.  leads to encounters with the risen Lord that cultivates a personal relationship

                B.  a new hunger for the Scriptures

                C.  a new taste and desire for prayer

                D.  a deeper appreciation of the sacraments as powers to change life

                E.  a new inner strength to overcome patterns of sin

                F.  openness to the charisms (gifts) of the Spirit. 

Questions for reflection: 

1.  From the text of Scripture, John 2:1-12, what is God’s goal in pouring out in abundance the gift of the Spirit?

2.  How is the mother of Jesus’ posture toward Jesus and the servants to be a model for us?

3. How would you describe the action of the Holy Spirit (called charismatic) in the Scriptures and Church history?

4. From the survey of the quotes of the Holy Fathers, how would you describe their vision of what the Lord is doing today amongst God’s people?

5. In light of today’s session, what one thing can you do to become more open to the work of the Spirit in your life? 
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